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Hello there neighbors! Feeling a little 
out of the loop after the winter we’ve 
had? Check out the great stuff we prepared 
for you! 

“My yard needs some TLC” pg. 2 
“I’m bored!” Do a crossword on pg. 2 

“I’m tired of binge-watching 
Netflix!” Look at pg. 3.  

“I’m hungry!” Again, peep pg. 3 

“I feel ready to Spring out of my old 
house!” Oh you need pg.4 in your life! 

As some of you 
know from my 
previous 
newsletters, my 
name is Dan 
DeCapua and I am 
proud to be your 
neighborhood real estate expert.  

If you ever need anything as a friend or 
neighbor please do not hesitate to call. 
My family and I love our area, and hope 
that you do too. If not, let me know. I 
can help you find one that you do. 

 
 

 

 



 

 2 

Our area is so fortunate to have an abundance of beautiful 

waterways that we can share and enjoy! Unfortunately, 

threats like algae blooms, fish kills and pollution are very 

real. When water flows over lawns over treated with 

fertilizers and pesticides it carries the excess pollution into 

our rivers and lakes directly or through the storm drains– 

and costs homeowners money.  

Don’t worry though– keeping our waters healthy and clean 

can be as easy as creating a healthy green lawn. 

Follow these simple steps for a great lawn.  

• Wait until the ground is fully thawed to apply fertilizer. 

• Use a broom to sweep fertilizer back onto your lawn. 

• Go phosphorus-free when choosing lawn fertilizer.  

• Don’t guess, soil test! Find the fertilizer best suited for 

the condition of your soil.  

• Apply fertilizer only 

once this year, in the fall. 

• Keep the grass blade 3 

inches tall to promote healthy root growth. 

Want to add even more beauty 

to your yard? Native Plants 

have many benefits beyond 

labor saving, although that is 

the most immediate benefit. 

Their deep, “thirsty” roots help retain water & reduce 

flooding on your property while they filter out the 

pollutants in runoff. They also help stabilize soils, prevent 

erosion and come back every year– meaning less 

landscaping costs. Try just one in your garden this summer 

and you’ll see why we love them!  

 

For more information and native plant resources, go 

to www.hrwc.org 

Across: 

4. Parade featuring dozens of giant paper   

    mache puppets. 

6. Festival of vintage cars 

7. Popular purple native flower 

9. Natural solution to water pollution 

 

Down: 

1. Serving up AA’s freshest doughnuts 

2. Color to paint your door 

3. Selling your home to these for less than  

    market value.  

5. Your neighborhood realty group 

8. Season has sprung! 

10. Best time to sell your home 

http://www.hrwc.org/
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FestiFools is an unique and 
amazing parade featuring dozes of 
giant papier-mache puppets and 
creatures created by local artists and 
others who want to show off their 
creative side. Puppets can be spooky and scary, weird and 
creepy and even fierce and glamorous—the possibilities 
are endless. No matter their appearance, the puppets are 
meant to pack a playful punch and delight the thousands 
of spectators that flock to Ann Arbor to partake in the 
parade’s festivities.  

Don’t just expect a bunch 
of old bones! Embedded among the 
labs at U-M's new Biological Sciences 
Building, the museum doesn't just 
preserve the past; it also shows off the 
latest in scientific research with 
interactive exhibits, new programming spaces, and a state-
of-the-art Planetarium & Dome Theater! 

What better way to 

celebrate mother earth than the act of 

being healthy! Pittsfield Township is 

happy to welcome those of any skill 

and age! Pre-register by March 29.  

Four great events to mix & 

match for a perfect spring day of 

family fun! Choose from an Egg Hunt, 

Lunch with the Bunny, Hippity Hop 

Trail and the Egg Dive–  

or try all four!  

The Michigan 

Vintage Volkswagen Club has been 

around since 1987, and do a fantastic 

job sharing the VW love with the area 

during this groovy event. The car show 

celebrates ALL variations of the VW – originals, 

restorations, customs, race cars, drag cars, kit cars, dune 

buggies, trikes, ratrods, and daily beaters.  

 

Ann Arbor has some of the best restaurants in the world. 
If you’re like us you love trying them and sharing the 
ones we love with our friends and family.   

Something fun that we’re doing for the next month is 
putting the Spotlight on 30 restaurants over the next 30 
days in the Ann Arbor area. Every day we’re meeting up 
with the owners, staff, and patrons to get the scoop on the 
best selections and the backstory behind the restaurant.  

We’re also supporting each 
restaurant by offering a 
giveaway to each one we 
visit! You can visit our 
Facebook to learn MORE 
about how to get your name entered in the festivities.  

We love food, our neighborhoods and all the people and 
places that make it unique. Be sure to follow our entire 
series to get the scoop on the best places to eat in Ann 
Arbor and enter the contest giveaways happening daily!  

So far we’ve met up with Ann Arbor staples, hot spots 
and unique hidden gems. Some of our favorites include:  

• Serving 
up the freshest donuts, 
and delicious deli 
sandwiches for nearly 
half a century (47 years to 
be exact)! If you aren't 
mesmerized by the generous portions you sure will be 
by Dimo himself!  

• 

This downtown hot spot 
takes you right to the 
Caribbean! Owner Robert 
Campbell is a Jamaican 
native and it shows 
through the authentic dishes. 

• If you are 
looking for authentic 
southern BBQ then you 
need Satchel's BBQ. The 
owner Hugh Morgan is an 
Alabama native serving 
the best brisket and pulled pork in town!  
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If you’re thinking about 
putting your house on 
the market, obviously 
you want to do 
everything you can to 
increase the value 
before you sell. And if 
you want to add to that 
value without breaking 
the bank? Try paint. 

According to Zillow’s 2018 Paint Colors Analysis, which 
analyzed the effects different paint colors had on home 
values, choosing the right paint colors—and incorporating 
those paint colors in the right way—can make a huge 
difference when you list your home. 

Which colors will give you the most bang for your buck? 
According to the analysis, painting your door black can 
boost your home’s sales price by 2.9% and painting the 
bathroom walls periwinkle blue can add another 1.3%. 

The kitchen is another area where the right paint can add 
serious value. The analysis found that a “tuxedo 
kitchen” (which features light walls and dark cabinetry) 
can increase the value of a home by an impressive $1,547. 
On the other hand, a brick red shade in the kitchen can 
lower a home’s selling price by $2,310. 

 

Many people believe that 
when it comes to real estate, 
buyers want something brand 
new. But according to a recent 
report, the vast majority of 
buyers end up purchasing 
existing homes. According to 
the New Construction 
Consumer Housing Trends 
Report 2018, only 38% of buyers in 2018 even considered 
purchasing new construction and only 11%. ended up 
buying a brand new home!  

Siri, turn on living room 
light.  Siri, play Metallica.  Siri, 
buy my house! 
  
Sounds crazy, but it’s  
happening.  The real estate  
industry is in an upheaval & it’s 
affecting our local market. 
  
From the cancellation of the  
Waterhill Music Festival to the 
Gelman plume conversation, we 
never have a shortage of local 
real estate news. I love talking 
about real estate.  My ears perk 
up when I hear someone talking 
about the value of their home, 
whether I’m enjoying a comfy 
chair at Sweetwaters or a corner 
stool at Jim Brady’s- I’m always 
up for a real estate conversation. 
Not just the typical, “Hey, can I 
sell your home?” either.  I am 
truly interested in what’s hap-
pening at the hyper-local level.  
  
On a national scale, the industry 
is undergoing changes that have 
already begun to trickle down to 
our community.  People are  
relying more on websites for all 
of their information (or  
misinformation) & even  
transacting online. The accessi-
bility of information to the  
consumer has changed drastical-
ly in the past decade.  When I 
meet with sellers many talk 
about the “Zestimate” of their  
property.  The “Zestimate” is an  
algorithm used by the real estate  
giant Zillow to come up with an 
estimated value of the property. 
With some properties, it is sur-
prisingly accurate but in others it 
can be off by tens of thousands. 
  
In a transient community like 
ours, with so many homebuyers 
coming from around the world, 
inaccurate estimates of value can 
cost sellers a lot of money & 
frustration.  The steadily increas-
ing value of many neighbor-
hoods has caused investors to 
sell off their portfolios. Many of 
these properties have not been 
remodeled or updated like sur-
rounding homes, yet the algo-

rithm makes 
little or no 
adjustment 
for these 
improve-
ments. Con-
struction quality, layout, up-
dates, & exterior improvements 
factor greatly into consumer de-
sires but are often not factored 
into these estimates.  
  
From a buyer’s perspective, the 
free flow of information seems 
like a great thing.  School  
ratings, walkability scores & 
crime statistics are just a few of 
the features that consumers love 
about sites like Redfin,  
Realtor.com & Opendoor. Uber 
has even entered the real estate 
market! 
  
You can sell your home to these 
companies sight unseen through 
a program being coined as an 
“iBuyer.”  Upload info about 
your home & receive a cash  
offer in minutes.  Usually the 
offer is lower than what the 
property could fetch on the open 
market but the convenience is  
unmatched.  After purchase, the 
company will then improve the 
home & list it.  
 
These companies have agents 
across the country feeling  
discouraged about the  
future. Stocks for some brick & 
mortar powerhouses have been 
on the decline while venture cap-
ital money continues to flow into 
the real estate disrupter market. 
Some envision a future where 
you throw on a pair of virtual 
goggles & tour your dream home 
from your living room. Then you 
make an offer in bitcoin & your 
new home comes fully furnished 
by Amazon.  No human contact 
necessary, isn’t that great? 
  
Hey Siri, what’s the Waterhill 
Music Festival?  Hey Siri, 
what’s the Gelman 
plume.  Siri?  Siri?  Hey Siri, 
find me a local Realtor in Ann 
Arbor. 

If you’ve been thinking about selling your house, now is 
a great time to make a move. With 89% of buyers ulti-
mately purchasing existing homes, your property is  
exactly what a huge portion of buyers are looking for. 


